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$7M awarded to Palmyra man

He injured his brain
in fall on icy Ryder lot

By RENEE WINKLER
Courier-ost Staff

CAMDEN

A Palmvra trock deiver who
stuffered parmansent brain inju-
rics when he slipped on an iee
eovered, poorty-lighted parking
lot where his trailer was parked
in Fehmary 2002 has settled a
negligsnes awenit amainst Ryder
Truck Rental, ine. and a snow e
aeial firm for $7 million.

The setloment, approved this
week hy Superior Coart Judge
Remald Freeman, comes after
miore than two veors ull prepara-
tien by attormeys, who lined up 14
plaintiff and defemse expert wit-
nesses who would have testified it
the ease had gone Lo trial, plain-
titt’s attorney Stephen DeNittis
#ad,

Henpmin npling, now 57, was
employed by MeLean Trucking, a
packege delivery firm that rented
tractors parked on Ryder’s Iot on
Hylton Read in Pennzanken,

DeMittis said, On the moming of
Feb, 5, 2od, ingling clocked in at
the bcLean office and then drove
to the lot, where he climbed into
his trnek and turned on the
lightz, nnly to find the vehicle
blocked into the spot. neling got
ot of the actor to walk armmed
it tor gee if hie conld maneuver the
wehicle out of the spot, bul slipped
on ice that had not been cleared
fromm o serles of storme that ended
several days earlier, 1eNitiis
said,

A coworker found Ingling
about 20 minutes later lying on
his stormach 10 or 12 feet from the
tractor, While the co-worker
called 9-1-1, Ingling attemnpled o
gel up, but fall again and hit his
head a second tme, aeeording to
reports ncluded with the lawsnit.

Iemitris said Ingling was hos-
pilalized at Cooper University
Hospital for five or six months for
cloged head brain injuries and
then transferred to a rehahilita-
e facility for about & vear. He
menw Bives at home but is depen-
dlent on two ureses for round-the-
clock care.

DeMittis said if the case had
pone to trial, testimony would

have showm the section of the ot
where the rental trucks were
stored was “an icy mess for the
last 10 or 15 winters, There was
nic Sy remoeval in that area and
the trucks blocked whal outdoor
lighting was n place on the other
side of the oL

A eo-defondant in the Tawsi,
All-Green Toet Managerent, Ine.
L & contract for snow removal
but had never cleared the arca
where Ingling fell, DeMittis said.

He said Ingling worked for
MeLean for about two years. His
regular delivery route was be-
tween Pennzanken and Bonsa-
lem, Pa.

DeNittis sald Ingling uses s
wheelchair, relies on a feeding
tube and needs @ tracheatomy
tube when he sloeps,

Ingling and his wife, Cather-
ine, have three growm children,
DeMitts said.

DeNittis said a mediation re-
port ivom Joel R, Rosen, a former
faderal magdstrate who specializ-
s 1n dirparte resointion, was a fac
{ow in reaching the settlement,
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